In any case wounds, however negligently inflicted by a doctor or a dentist, are not perpetrated with malice aforethought and are presumably incurred while trying to remedy some medical or dental disability. I wonder if it would be unduly cynical to suspect that judges regard medical injuries as "insurance cases" and treat them accordingly by awarding large damages, secure in the knowledge that the doctor or dentist will not suffer personally because of his unlimited indemnity.
While I accept that patients must be adequately compensated for injuries sustained at our hands, it seems wrong that doctors and dentists should be penalised for using their skills. Let Shortage of cocaine hydrochloride SIR,-I should like through your columns to draw attention to the worldwide shortage of cocaine. The Department is making every effort to maintain supplies, but the shortage, which is due to changes in manufacturing processes, is likely to last for some time.
